The use of Clinitron therapy unit in the immediate postoperative care of pressure ulcers.
The conventional postoperative care of patients undergoing pressure ulcer operations is complicated and unsatisfactory. In an effort to improve this care, we used the Clinitron therapy unit, which provides a true flotation environment for the patient. The surface pressure on the skin constantly remains below the capillary closure pressure of 32 mm Hg, and therefore no change in the patient's position is required as with the other beds currently used. Its special design creates a bactericidal fluid medium in which the temperature can be controlled. Our experience with 16 patients using the Clinitron in the immediate postoperative period has been encouraging. Comments from the patients and the nursing and medical staff, as well as advantages and disadvantages of this modality are discussed.